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Gov’t to study feasibility
of Korea-Japan undersea tunnel

By Lee Jog-hee

S1aff repurier

The Korean government witl begin s fest study
on lhe feasibiticy of building an undersea tunnel be-
tween Korea acd fapan, gowernment officialy said
vesterday., '

Gificials from the Ministy of Construction and
Transportation said that the minksuy will regquest
that the Kores Tramport [ostinie, Karea Research
Institute For Human Settlements, or .the Korea
Railroad Research Institute launchk z study on the
project this maonth. - o

The =xaminagon will help the government o
clasify its stance on the need for an undersea tunnel,
they said. . - -

The project was first beought up by Iap;u;. in the

1940 a5 pars of itz efforts to form a “pan-East Asia
co-prosperity sphere,” and bas since been exarnined

by Kerean and Japanese civic groups over the past -

few years. v
This is the first tme the Koresn govemment has
launched its gwn assessment, I A

“The examination will focus mere on finding out |
whether bulding such a mnse! is necessary because ©
the project involves many aspects such as the pubtic -

sentiment of the two countries, techmeal feasibility,
and distributicr of constructon’eagenses,” & Oun-
istry afficial said. o

The examination will concentrate vn collectng
information assessed from both countnes and on the
necessity and echnical frastbility of the project, he
offictal said.

The government estimates the examination witl
take about one year and cost 70 muiliun won.

The ministry plans to adfust is posticn on the
projact as soon & the resulls come out and decide

Korea-Japang

underseatunnel i

P et
an the aciual construction with the Jaganese gov-
emment. - E
¥ constucted, the Koreo-fapan undersea nuneel
will B¢ 235 km in length, tinkmg Busan o Gegje
fsfand tc Japan's Tsushima to fkido and then to
Kyushy, which is four dmes longer than the N km
Channel Tunne; linking England and Fruncs and the
53.3 kon Seikan Tuane! in acrechern Japan,
fangiely @koreaheratd co.fr)
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